Plant epiphitic, cespitose. Roots 0.6-2 mm in diameter; stems 20-33 cm, x 0.7 mm basally. Leaves up to 8 per stem, 4.8-9 cm x 4-5.5 mm, ligulate, apices tridenticulate, apically keeled beneath. Inflorescences subovate, 15-20 x 9-17 mm (without including the variable outermost bract, 13-25 mm long), other bracts 8-10.5 x 5-6.5 mm, carinate, narrowly obtuse when flattened. Ovary 3 mm dorsally, 2 mm ventrally. Dorsal sepal 4.2-4.5 x 1.3-1.5 mm, broadly lanceolate. Lateral sepals 4-4.5 x 1.3-2 mm, asymmetrically ovate-lanceolate. Petals 4.5-5 x 1.5-1.6 mm, spathulate-oblanceolate. Lip 4-5 x 5-6 mm, broadly obtriangular-subquadrate, the corners markedly fimbriate, 2 basal calli ca. 1 x 0.7 mm, short-stalked. Column 2.5 mm with anther (ca. 1 mm).
PARATYPES: Costa Rica. Alajuela: Upala, Bijagua, Zapote, desvío a la izquierda ca. 1 km. después del puente sobre Río Zapote; 10°45'21.0" N 85°04'56. ETYMOLOGY: The epithet ligularis or "strap-shaped" refers to the characteristic form of the leaves long and narrow with the sides nearly parallel.
Elleanthus ligularis most closely resembles E. graminifolius, but the plants are much larger and the leaves are markedly wider; further, the lip is much wider near the base. We offer a key to the known Mesoamerican species of Section Chloidelyna, as well as E. muscicola, apparently the only other Mesoamerican species with conduplicate leaves.
